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know why the Federal Government
does not seem to get it. Mr. Speaker,
this ought not to be. We have to deal
with this immigration issue as a body,
set a plan, and enforce the law.

———

URGING JOHN BOLTON TO WITH-
DRAW HIS NAME FROM CONSID-
ERATION AS AMBASSADOR TO
THE U.N.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PRICE of Georgia). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, this morn-
ing’s Washington Post reported that
President Bush’s choice to the United
Nations, Ambassador John Bolton,
made a false statement to Congress,
stating on a written questionnaire that
he had not been questioned in recent
years by investigators in an official in-
quiry.

In fact, the State Department ac-
knowledged yesterday that Mr. Bolton
had been interviewed on July 18, 2003,
by the State Department’s Inspector
General about possible Iraqi attempts
to procure uranium from Niger. Mr.
Bolton stated he did not recall the In-
spector General’s inquiry and his form
was inaccurate in this regard and that
he will correct the form.

Mr. Speaker, with all the attention
given to the leak of CIA operative Val-
erie Plame’s identity, it seems to me
that it is almost inconceivable that an
event that important could inadvert-
ently be overlooked.

Mr. Speaker, this revelation comes
on the heels of a barrage of negative re-
ports about Mr. Bolton from those who
work most closely with him. It has be-
come apparent, as members of his own
parties have spoken and have very seri-
ous concerns about his temperament
and his integrity to fill one of the most
important positions in some of the
most important times in our history.

The time has come for Mr. Bolton to
voluntarily withdraw his name from
consideration to be United States Am-
bassador to the U.N. Members of both
bodies have urged his defeat, and I
commend a Republican Senator from
Ohio who passionately said that he is
the wrong person at the wrong time.

As a member of the House Committee
on International Relations and a con-
gressional representative to the United
Nations, I believe that there are many
excellent candidates that President
Bush could choose for this critical posi-
tion.

Again, I urge John Bolton to do the
honorable thing and withdraw. Our Na-
tion is bigger than an individual. Our
Nation’s needs supersede that of an in-
dividual. At this time we need the best
and the brightest, one who will unite
and gather support for our Nation in a
strong, clear, but diplomatic way.

I ask Mr. Bolton to do the right thing
for our wonderful Nation and offer his
withdrawal.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION, NATIONAL
SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker,
an ominous threat looms over the secu-
rity of America today, and I stand in
this well to ask responsiveness from
this body to the situation at our bor-
ders, which today still remain unse-
cured. My home State of Arizona has
become a gateway to the Nation for
drugs, syndicated crime, and arms and
sex trafficking; and they are intrinsi-
cally related to illegal immigration.

In 2004 in Cochise County, Arizona
alone, over 235,000 people were appre-
hended by the border patrol after they
crossed the border illegally. The border
patrol estimates that three to four peo-
ple cross the border undetected for
every person that they apprehend.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
do the math. By conservative esti-
mates, over 700,000 people crossed into
this country illegally last year who
were not apprehended. This is through
Cochise County, Arizona alone, one
county in Arizona.

Mr. Speaker, our first priority re-
lated to our borders should be first to
protect them against terrorists with
chemical, biological, or even nuclear
materials. We do not know who the
thousands of people are that stream
across our unsecured borders every
day. We do not know what they are
bringing into this country with them.
We do know that members of the MS—
13 gang have been apprehended enter-
ing this country illegally.

The MS-13 gang, Mr. Speaker, from
South America are professed friends of
al Qaeda. And for these reasons alone,
we cannot allow our borders to remain
unsecured. This is an unacceptable
level of national security risk in a
post-9/11 world.

Mr. Speaker, it is the duty of the
Federal Government to protect our
borders; and, sir, we are failing that
duty.

In response to government ineffec-
tiveness, individuals have organized
themselves into citizen watch and bor-
der patrol groups, and this is at great
sacrifice to themselves. There is some-
thing seriously wrong in this country
when America’s grandmothers feel
compelled to sit at the border with bin-
oculars to report illegal activity to au-
thorities.

Mr. Speaker, it is indeed a significant
day in which we live. It is a dangerous
world in which we live. And an unse-
cured American border risks a disaster
of catastrophic scope. We are jeopard-
izing everything we hold in our hearts
dear: our families, our friends, and the
American way of life itself. We must
take action to secure our borders now
before this Nation again finds itself
heart broken by tragedy and those of
us in this body are left trying to ex-
plain to the American people why we
did not do all that could have been
done to prevent it.

H7599

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate agrees to the
report of the committee of conference
on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the amendment of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H.R. 2361) ‘““‘An Act mak-
ing appropriations for the Department
of the Interior, environment, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2006, and for other
purposes.”.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the report of the com-
mittee of conference on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses on the amend-
ments of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
2985) ‘““‘An Act making appropriations
for the Legislative Branch for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2006, and
for other purposes.’’.

———

THE WAY FORWARD IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. PRICE) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, our country is facing a dif-
ficult, even desperate, situation in Iraq
with an insurgency that seems to be
gaining strength, a reconstruction ef-
fort that is lagging, and an inter-
national coalition that is deterio-
rating.

President Bush seems determined to
put the best face on the situation, but
the American people are increasingly
pessimistic and distrustful of what
they hear. We are overdue for a major
course correction. It is my intent
today to make the case for such a cor-
rection and to outline what its major
elements should be.

What are our objectives in Iraq? A
careful reading of the President’s Fort
Bragg speech of June 28 reveals a shift
of emphasis, from standing up an inde-
pendently functioning democracy to
preventing Iraq from becoming a bas-
ing point for international terrorism.
That is ironic, for most analysts, in-
cluding the 9/11 Commission, agree that
the Iraqi regime had no discernable
link to the perpetrators of 9/11. It is our
invasion and its chaotic aftermath that
have attracted al Qaeda and other
international terrorists to Iraq.

In any event, by whatever definition
of the American mission one chooses,
our effort is falling short, dangerously
short, of what it will take for Iraq to
achieve self-rule and the capability of
self-defense and for the American occu-
pation to end.

The news of recent days leaves little
doubt that the insurgency, which Vice
President CHENEY described as in its
“last throes,” is anything but. In the
last 2 weeks, insurgent attacks have
intensified again, killing more than 200
people in Baghdad and towns to the
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